
New Mexico State Legislature
STATE CAPITOL

Santa Fe

February 8, 2026

The Honorable Senator Martin Heinrich
United States Senate
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510
 
The Honorable Senator Ben Ray Luján
United States Senate
498 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510
 
The Honorable Teresa Leger Fernández
United States House of Representatives
2417 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515
 
The Honorable Melanie Stansbury
United States House of Representatives
1421 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable Gabe Vasquez 
United States House of Representatives
322 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515

RE:  SUPPORT FOR FEDERAL CAJA DEL RIO PROTECTION LEGISLATION

Dear Senator Heinrich, Senator Luján, Representative Fernández, Representative Stansbury and
Representative Vasquez:

The New Mexico state legislators listed below, representing the districts in Santa Fe County
and within and around the Caja del Rio Plateau, formally request that the Caja del Rio receive
permanent federal legislative protection.
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This extraordinary landscape is as ecologically diverse as it is historically and culturally
significant to New Mexico and the American southwest.  It is imperative that we act swiftly to
safeguard the Caja's future, especially at a time when public lands across the west are facing
numerous threats of being sold off and privatized.

From the stunning vistas of Diablo Canyon to the ancient La Cieneguilla Petroglyphs, the
Caja del Rio has long been a vital cultural and spiritual site for Indigenous peoples.  Since time
immemorial, it has served as a place for ceremonial practices, hunting and herb gathering.
Extensive petroglyphs mark the historical and cultural use of the Caja over millennia.

Additionally, Hispano and Indigenous communities have used the Caja del Rio for centuries
for religious ceremonies, grazing, firewood and piñon nut gathering and hunting.  It is a living
historical time capsule.  The Caja landscape fostered significant trade, beginning with
Indigenous peoples.  This continued, as the area contains significant portions of El Camino Real
de Tierra Adentro, the longest Euro-American trade route, linking Mexico City to northern New
Mexico.  The impressive switchback road of La Bajada brought mercantilists, artists and visitors
to Santa Fe.

The 106,000-acre plateau is home to a rich diversity of plant and animal life.  These
ecosystems provide essential habitat for birds and wildlife while also supporting vital ecological
processes that sustain our land and water resources.

The Caja del Rio needs immediate permanent federal protection.  The absence of this
protection has led to environmental degradation, vandalism and desecration of sacred sites and
illegal dumping.  This threatens the very fabric of this sacred and biodiverse landscape.

In developing federal legislation, we ask you to work with tribes, Hispano villages, local
and county governments and the local communities that care for the protection of our public
lands and have come together in a broad coalition to support this effort.  These are the people
closest to the land and who know best what is needed to protect these sensitive areas.  We ask
you to honor the hard work of negotiation and collaboration that has led to this request for
legislation.

This coalition of diverse stakeholders is ready and willing to work with Congress and the
Trump administration to expedite this process and make sure that it reflects the unique needs of
existing and traditional uses.  This action will not only protect this culturally significant
landscape for current generations but also ensure that these irreplaceable public lands remain in
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public ownership for generations to come.  Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. 
We look forward to continuing the discussion and working together to protect the Caja del Rio.

Sincerely,

MIMI STEWART
President Pro Tempore
State Senator, District 17

PETER WIRTH
Majority Floor Leader
State Senator, District 25

ANGEL M. CHARLEY
State Senator, District 30

ROBERTO "BOBBY" J. GONZALES
State Senator, District 6

CARRIE HAMBLEN
State Senator, District 38

LEO JARAMILLO
State Senator, District 5

CINDY NAVA
State Senator, District 9

MICAELITA DEBBIE O'MALLEY
State Senator, District 13

SHANNON D. PINTO
State Senator, District 3

HAROLD POPE
State Senator, District 23

JAVIER MARTÍNEZ
Speaker of the House of Representatives
State Representative, District 11

REENA SCZCZEPANSKI
Majority Floor Leader
State Representative, District 47

CYNTHIA BORREGO
State Representative, District 17

KATHLEEN CATES
State Representative, District 44

CHRISTINE CHANDLER
State Representative, District 43

MARTHA GARCIA
State Representative, District 6

JOSEPH FRANKLIN HERNANDEZ
State Representative, District 4

PAMELYA HERNDON
State Representative, District 28

SUSAN K. HERRERA
State Representative, District 41

DAYAN HOCHMAN-VIGIL
State Representative, District 15
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ANTOINETTE SEDILLO LOPEZ
State Senator, District 16

WILLIAM P. SOULES
State Senator, District 37

ELIZABETH "LIZ" STEFANICS
State Senator, District 39

JEFF STEINBORN
State Senator, District 36

LINDA M. TRUJILLO
State Senator, District 24

DERRICK J. LENTE
State Representative, District 65

TARA L. LUJAN
State Representative, District 48

MATTHEW MCQUEEN
State Representative, District 50

KRISTINA ORTEZ
State Representative, District 42

ANDREA ROMERO
State Representative, District 46

PATRICIA ROYBAL CABALLERO
State Representative, District 13

LINDA SERRATO
State Representative, District 45

NATHAN P. SMALL
State Representative, District 36

MS//PW/AMC/RJG/CH/LJ/CN/MDO/SP/HP/ASL/WPS/ES/JS/LMT/JM/RS/CB/KC/CC/
MG/JFH/PH/SKH/DHV/DJL/TLL/MM/KO/AR/PRC/LS/NPS:ged


